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May 2026 Events

Sunday, May 3 — Service at 10:30 — Ernie Mills

Sunday, May 17 — Service at 10:30 — Ernie Mills

Sunday, May 31 — Annual Congregational Meeting at 10:30

Important — The “Fifth Sunday Service” this month will be held at the Tryon Depot, where we’ll have this
year’s meeting to affirm—through member voting—our annual budget and new board members. Ernie will
provide a short address, and we’ll conclude the morning by enjoying a catered lunch. Details will be
announced in the Wednesday, May 27 update.

New look

This issue sports a new masthead and custom UUFCF logo representing the foothills. I’'m using a new
computer, which has a less user-friendly layout program, resulting in a more straightforward approach to
composition. I’'m still the guy distributing updates, though, so send your news and announcements to me at
dgreesonl@gmail.com. —-Don

Sunday, May 3, 2026

“The UU Temperament” —Ernie Mills

I have always wondered if temperament was not the deciding factor in
the choices we make (even in religious/spiritual matters.) Personality
types or temperaments have always fascinated us, but we are a long
way from perfecting that science. There are manifold studies ranging
from Hippocrates (370 BCE) to Carl Jung’s “Personality Types.”
(1960) We will examine this complex world and see if we can
discover what may be the “UU Temperament.”

Sunday, May 17, 2026

“Were We Made to SIn?” _enmie witis

When Yahweh (according to the Genesis myth) created Adam and Eve,
he knew good and well what he was doing. They instantly disobeyed his
command to not eat the forbidden fruit. Is there a secret hidden here?
Could it be that we humans were made to sin?  The Biblical myth
continues on into the New Testament where we find Jesus accused of
committing sins (eating with unclean hands, working on the Sabbath,
hanging out with sinners.) What did Martin Luther mean when he said
“sin boldly”? Could it be that we were made to sin?
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Sunday, May 31, 2026

Annual Congregational Meeting and Catered Lunch

On this Fifth Sunday in May, we’ll be meeting at 10:30 at the Tryon Depot, where Ernie will kick things

off with an abbreviated service before we have our Annual Meeting. Technically, our 2026-27 fiscal year begins on
July 1 and we traditionally meet in June, but scheduling issues complicated our plans. This important assembly is the
Fellowship’s opportunity for Tom Kosmata to explain the budget, Nick Fischer to offer nominations for new board
members, and Alisa Mosley to present potential changes to our bylaws — all for the purposes of discussion and voting
by members. The lunch following the meeting will offer entrees for carnivores and vegetarians, as well as a few side
items. Everyone is welcome to bring additional side dishes, though not necessary. (But folks, if you do, please label
your dinnerware!)

Barbara’s Been Busy!

At the Fifth Sunday Service in March, guest speaker Amanda Peckman explained how Conservation Green Burial
works and answered many of our questions about natural interment. Anita Wofford and Barbara Moffitt had actually
toured the King’s Mountain Preserve where Mrs. Peckman serves as Director of its Conservation Cemetery. It was
therefore fitting that Barbara light the Chalice for that service, but to everyone’s amazement, the quote she selected to
read was actually a poem she had written after visiting the Preserve. By popular request, here’s that poem.

The Place - Barbara Moffitt New House Dedication

“REST.” she said, It’s taken a while. After Hurricane I—_|e|ene
: completely destroyed Barbara Moffitt’s home,
And so | will. . ) .
she first found temporary residence in a hotel,
and eventually moved into the guest house of
amazingly generous Tracy Markham and Larry
Roselle. Nineteen months later, she is finally
moving into her new home, built by Habitat for
It lies within a forest glen — tall beeches standing sentinel Humanity with money provided by grants and
and dogwoods white with redbud; trees embrace. church charities. On April 23, the home was
o ) ) dedicated with workers, friends, neighbors and
A gentle hillside sloping — creekward — welcomes Rest with grace, | grpie’s guitar in attendance. Congrats, Barb!
the small stream at its foot promises quiet lullabies. .

“But where,” I asked, and so we go search.
Through time and space and conversations deep and rich,
we found The Place.

[ K ab.
Overhead, dancing leaves beckon scudding clouds and blue skies. ‘
moonglow filters down through leaves and limbs,

light reflecting off bright white ferns of boulder quartz
and sparkling water.

I will rest well, within my chosen hillside,
and give welcome to wild sweet violets
and running cedar for my covers.

Grateful to give back to EarthMyMother,
| take comfort in her acceptance.

“Rest,” she said again, “the circle is complete.
And so [ do... Finally... Peace.

Discussion Groups » ° g
The Women’s Group meets at 2:00 pm on the second d ‘
Wednesday of each month at the Landrum Library. “Love is our doctrine,

The Men’s Group meets at 11:00 am on the second the quest for truth our sacrament,
and fourth Tuesday at the Polk County Library. and service is our prayer.




